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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 
May,  1933. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Hereford, 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  City  for  the  year  1932,  as  required  by  the  Sanitary  Officers’ 
Order,  1926,  and  the  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the 
same  period. 

GENERAL  HEALTH.— The  general  health  of  the  City  was 
good.  There  were  no  epidemics  and  the  incidence  of  all  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  was  low.  Following  a landslide  in  the  Wye 
Valley,  there  was  some  anxiety  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  filtration 
of  the  drinking  water.  Prompt  action  was  taken  by  your  Com- 
mittee and  the  difficulties  were  overcome.  The  matter  is  dealt 
with  in  the  body  of  the  report.  The  question  of  adequate 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  still  outstanding. 

HOLTSING. — During  the  year,  160  new  dwelling  houses  were 
erected  in  the  City.  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  raising  the 
general  standard  of  the  housing  of  the  people,  but  much  remains 
to  be  done  to  bring  the  general  standard  of  housing  amenity  up 
to  that  provided  by  recently  erected  houses.  The  possibility  of 
inducing  tenants  of  Council  houses  whose  financial  position  has 
improved  since  they  were  selected  as  tenants  to  vacate  their 
houses,  so  that  they  could  be  let  to  others  in  less  fortunate 
circumstances  might  be  explored.  This  is  already  being  done  in 
some  areas. 

STATISTICS. — The  final  figures  for  the  Census  taken  in 
1931  show  that  the  papulation  of  the  City  had  increased  by  841 
from  23,322  in  1921  to  24,163  in  1931.  The  Registrar  General’s 
estimation  of  the  population  at  the  middle  of  1932  is  24,6501.  The 
birth  rate  was  14.4  as  compared  with  14.9  in  1931.  The  death 
rate  was  13.8  as  compared  with  14.0  in  1931.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  was  22.4  as  compared  with  78.4  in  1931.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1932  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
the  City.  The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  in  1932 
were:  Birth  rate,  15.3:  Death  rate,  12.0:  Infantile  Mortality, 
Rate,  65.0. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE.— This  branch  of  the  work 
continues  to  grow  and  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Authority  are 
being  more  taken  advantage  of  as  the  years  go  on.  An  arrange- 
ment was  made  during  the  year  whereby  school  children  may  now 


have  dental  extractions  carried  out  under  general  anaesthesia  in 
cases  where  this  form  of  treatment  is  recommended  by  your 
School  Dentist. 


I have  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  consideration  of  all  matters 
I have  laid  before  von.  and  mv  colleagues  in  vour  service  for  their 
kuid  co-operation. 

I am,  Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  MIDDLETON  BLOWN,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
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CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 


1932. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA, 

Area  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  5,031  acres 


Population  (enumerated  at  Census,  1931)  ...  24,163 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  oi  Resident  Population 

middle  of  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  24,650 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1932)  according 

to  Rate  Book  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,372 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ....  £172,026 


Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  £682  19s.  3d. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE 

INHABITANTS. 

There  has  been  no  important  change  in  the  social  conditions 
and  occupations  of  the  inhabitants. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

...  334 

165 

169 

Illegitimate 

...  22 

11 

11 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  . 

..  14.4 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Still  Births 

...  ...  11 

5 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births 

• 

..  30.2 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Deaths 

...  341 

148 

193 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  th 

e estimated  resident  population  13.8 

7 


Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and.  childbirth : 


From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

From  Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Death  Bate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  22.4 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  17.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  pere  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  91.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . ,.  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  — 


CENSUS,  1931.  FINAL  FIGURES. 

The  decennial  census  was  taken  on  26th  April,  1931.  The 
population  of  the  City  on  that  date  was  24,163  (11,089  males  and 
13,074  females).  At  the  census  taken  in  June,  1921,  the  popula- 
tion was  23,322-  (10,652  males  and  12,670  females).  The  increase 
per  cent  during  the  intercensal  period  was  3.6.  The  increase  by 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  would  have  been  4.7  per  cent,  but 
there  was  an  emigration  rate  from  the  City  of  1.1  per  cent. 


The  following  comparative  figures 
point  of  view  of  Housing  : — - 

are  interesting  from  the 

1921  1931  Increase. 

Total  Dwellings  occupied 

5,217 

5,779 

562 

Private  Families 

• • . 

5,566 

6,154 

588 

Dwellings  occupied  by  1 private 

family 

4,929 

5,467 

538 

Dwellings  occupied  by  2 private  families 

245 

266 

21 

Dwellings  occupied  by  3 or  more 
families 

private 

43 

46 

3 

Rooms  occupied 

• . . 

27,892 

29,992 

2,100 

Dwellings  vacant 

• • .1 

141 

134 

—7 

These  figures  show  that  during  the  period  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  houses  hardly  kept  pace  with  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  families. 

The  following  table  shows  that  the  size  of  the  family  is 
decreasing  and  this  furnishes  part  of  the  reason  why  the  com- 
paratively small  increase  in  population  has  absorbed  the  whole  of 
the  additional  dwellings.  Families  of  five  members  and  under 
(i.e.,  father,  mother  and  children  and/or  domestics)  have 
increased  in  number  while  those  of  6 members  and  over  have 
decreased.  The  average  size  of  the  private  family  in  1921  was 
3.99;  in  1931  it  had  fallen  to  3.66.  Another  part  of  the  explana- 
tion is  furnished  by  the  fact  that  in  1921,  1,232  persons  or  5.54 
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per  cent-,  of  the  population  in  the  City  were  living  in  a density 
of  more  than  2 per  room.  In  1931  this  figure  had  fallen  to  914 
persons  or  4.06  per  cent,  of  the  population. 


19*21. 

1931. 

of  1 member 

388 

430 

2 members 

...  1,078 

1 388 

3 

...  1,176 

1,447 

4 

...  1,003 

1,166 

5 ,, 

762 

835 

6 

480 

451 

r( 

296 

224 

8 

208 

109 

9 

95 

59 

10 

40 

33 

11 

26 

7 

12  or  more 

14 

5 

NUBSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

No  changes  in  the  arrangements  for  the  general  nursing  and 
nursing  of  infectious  disease  have  been  made  during  the  ear. 

L AB  OB ATOBY  FACILITIES . 

No  changes  in  the  arrangements  for  the  examination  cr 
analysis  of  clinical  material  (sputum,  swabs,  etc.),  water,  milk 
and  foodstuffs  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

No  fresh  legislation  relating  to  the  public  health  was  made 
during  the  year. 

HOSPITALS. 

CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Negotiations  between  the  City  Council  and  the  County 
Council  and  between  the  City  Council  and  the  Hereford  Bural 
District  Council  continued  throughout  the.  year  with  a view  to  the 
provision  of  a combined  Isolation  Hospital.  The  existing  hospital 
is  obsolete  and  inadequate.  This  was  referred  to  in  the  report  for 
1930.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  existing  hospital  at  Tupsley,  to 
which  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  are  sent  from  the 
City,  should  be  closed  and  that  the  Bural  District  Hospital  at 
Stretton  Sugwas — five  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  City — should 
be  enlarged;  so  as  to  take  cases  of  infectious  disease  for  the 
ad  m i n i s trail  v e C'ou  n ty . 


HEBEFO BDSHIBE  GENEBAL  HOSPITAL. 

An  arrangement  made  with  the  above  hospital  for  the 

admission  of  maternity  cases  is  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this 


Duort. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

No  change  has  taken  place  during  the  year  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  infectious,  non-infectious,  accident  or  maternity 
patients. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

No  new  clinics  or  treatment  centres  have  been  provided 
during  the  year  and  they  are  the  same  as  referred  to  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1931. 


MID  WIVES. 

There  are  14  midwives  practising  in  the  City,  5 at  private 
nursing  homes,  4 in  connection  with  the  Hereford  City  Nursing 
and  Maternity  Society,  one  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution, 
and  4 independently. 

No  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Local  Authority  for 
the  employment  of,  or  for  subsidising  midwives. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths,  during  the  year  both  from 
causes  other  than  sepsis.  One  was  due  to  Heart  Failure  and  the 
other  due  to  Hyperemesis  Gravidarum.  All  cases  of  maternal 
death  are  investigated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
connection  with  Scientific  Investigation  now  being  carried  out  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 


VISITS  TO  HOMES  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

To  infants  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  1096 

made  up  as  under  : — 

1st  visits  during  the  year  ..  ...  476 

2nd  visits  during  the  year  ...  ...  29S 

3rd  visits  during  the  vear  ...  ...  156 

4th  visits  during  the  vear  ...  ...  116 

5th  and  subsequent  visits  ...  ...  50 

Of  the  476  first  visits,  390  were  birth  enquiries. 

To  children  from  1-5  years  ...  ...  ...  3001 

Ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  397 


All  the  visits  show  a considerable  increase  over  those  recorded 
in  1931. 


INFANT  FEEDING. 


At  the  birth  enquirv  visits  made  to  390  children  it  was  found 
that — • 


303  were  entirelv  breast  fed 

ty 

19  were  partly  breast  fed  ... 

31  were  breast  fed  and  afterwards  bottle  fed 
37  were  entirelv  bottle  fed 


78  per  cent. 
5 per  cent. 

8 per  cent. 

9 per  cent, 
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There  is  a further  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  breast  fed 
babies  over  last  year  when  the  figure  was  75  per  cent. 

SUPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 

During  the  year  3,632  pints  of  “Certified”  milk  wrere 
distributed  under  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE,  135,  SAINT 
OWEN  STREET. 

This  is  open  every  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoon  as  a 
Child  Welfare  Clinic.  The  Medical  Officer  attends  at  each  centre 
and  sees  all  new  cases  and  cases  referred  bv  the  Health  Visitors. 
The  social  side  of  the  work  is  in  charge  of  voluntary  lady  helpers, 
whose  attendance  and  valuable  assistance  week  after  week  deserve 
the  gratitude  of  the  Council.  The  work  undertaken  is  as  much  as 
the  present  staff  can  undertake,  but  it  is  a matter  for  regret  that 
only  about  34  per  cent,  of  the  mothers  in  the  City  take  advantage 
of  the  facilities  offered. 


During  the  year,  584  mothers  made  4,426  attendances.  The 
attendances  of  children  under  one  year  were  2,566,  and  over  one 
year,  1,520.  Of  the  584  mothers  attending,  82  came  from  the 
adjacent  rural  district  outside  the  City.  For  this  latter  service  the 
County  Council  make  a special  payment  to  the  City. 


In  addition  to  the  attendances  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  the 
following  is  a record  of  the  children  dealt  with  at  the  Town  Hall. 
These  children  are  brought  to  the  Medical  Officer  for  advice  and 
for  treatment  of  minor  ailments. 

21  children  under  one  year  made  109  attendances. 

90  children  over  one  year  made  540  attendances. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  at  135,  Saint  Owen  Street, 
adjacent  to  the  Town  Hall,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month, 
when  expectant  mothers  may  consult  the  Lady  Medical  Officer. 
At  the  twelve  sessions  held  during  1932,  70  expectant  mothers 
made  159  attendances.  Of  the  70  mothers,  58  were  from  the  City. 
This  shows  that  12  per  cent,  of  the  expectant  mothers  in  the  City 
take  advantage  of  this  service.  This  is  an  increase  of  3 per  cent, 
over  1931. 


CHILDREN  ACT,  1908.  PART  I. 

Under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  this  work  of  super- 
vision of  children  under  seven  years  of  age  who  are  boarded  out 
with  foster  mothers  apart  from  their  parents  was  taken  over  from 
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the  Board  of  Guardians.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed  Infant  Protection  Visitors. 
During  the  year,  199  visits  to  the  homes  were  made. 

The  following  is  the  state  of  the  Register  during  the  year. 
Children  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1931  ...  22 


Children  added  to  Register  during  1932  ...  7 

Total  ...  ...  i..  29 

Children  taken  off  Register — 

(a)  On  reaching  the  age  of  7 years  ...  1 

(b)  Notified  as  legally  adopted  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Roster  mother  left  the  City  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Handed  over  to  care  of  mother  or  other 

relative  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(e)  Transferred  to  care  of  foster  mother  out- 
side the  City  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  ...  ...  10 


Children  remaining  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1932  19 

Foster  mothers  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1931  ...  20 
Foster  mothers  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1932  ...  18 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

This  is  available  at  the  Herefordshire  Genera]  Hospital  and  at  the 

After  Care  Centre  of  the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  which 
is  held  weekly  at  the  Red  Cross  Headquarters  in  Blackfriars 
Street,  and  cases  are  referred  from  the  School  Clinic  and  Infant 
W elf  are  Centre. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED 
MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND 
HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 

Apart  from  the  Poor  Law  Institution  and  the  Children’s 
Home  belonging  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  of  the 
County  Council,  there  is  no  institutional  provision  in  the  City. 
There  is  an  Orphanage  for  Roman  Catholic  children  and  an 
Industrial  School  for  Boys  in  the  City. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

Live  Births  notified  (Males  215;  Females  196).  Total  411 
Still  Births  notified  (Males  6;  Females  5).  Total  11 

Births  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  ...  ...  60 

Births  notified  bv  Medical  Practitioners  and  Midwives  8 
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REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  as  born  to  parents 
ordinarily  resident  in  the  City  was  356  (176  males,  and  180 
females).  This  is  one  birth  fewer  than  in  1931.  Of  these  356 
births,  22  were  illegitimate  (11  males  and  11  females).  The  birth 
rate  for  the  City  for  1932  was  14*4  per  thousand  population.  The 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15*3. 

There  were  11  still  births  registered  (5  males  and  6 females). 
All  these  were  legitimate  births. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  given  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  8,  equal  to  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  22.4 
per  1,000  live  births.  This  is  a remarkably  low  figure,  by  far  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  Hereford.  The  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  65.  I had  to  draw  attention  to  a rather  high 
figure  for  Hereford  in  1931,  but  in  fairness  it  must  be  noted  that 
these  figures  for  Hereford  City  are  small  and  wide  variations  in 
the  rate  are  to  be  expected.  The  low  infantile  mortality  rate, 
however,  is  certainlv  contributed  to  by  the  activities  of  the 

*J  ts 

Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  and  represents  a 
considerable  saving  in  infant  life, a measure  of  economy  which  is 
not  always  given  due  prominence  in  these  times. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  infants  under 
one  month,  deaths  which  are  probably  not  preventable  by  the 
activities  of  Child  Welfare  work:  — 

Males.  .Females. 

Prematurity  ...  ...  1 1 

Convulsions  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  malformation  ...  2 — 


Total 


4 1 


None  of  these  five  children  survived  for  more  than  1 week. 
The  remaining  three  deaths  were  due  to  Marasmus,  Broncho- 
Pneumonia  and  Leukaemia  respectively. 

PUERPERAL  MORBIDITY. 

There  were  four  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  1 case  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified.  These  cases  were  associated  with  the 
following  conditions: — • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia:  1.  Prolonged  and  Difficult  Labour. 
Puerperal  Fever:  1.  Influenza  and  Offensive  Lochia. 
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2.  Retained  Placenta  and  Post  parturn 
Haemorrhage. 

3 . C'a  e s ar e an  S ecti on . 

4.  Ruptured  Perinaeum. 

The  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  treated  in  the  Hereford 
General  Hospital.  All  five  cases  made  a satisfactory  recovery. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  at  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  for  Abnormal  Cases  of  Pregnancy. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  an  Agreement  made  during  the 
vear : — • 

i j 

AN  AGREEMENT  made  the  TWENTIETH  day  of  APRIL, 
1932,  BETWEEN  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGEMENT  OF 
THE  HEREFORDSHIRE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL  by  the 
Very  Reverend  Reginald  Waterfield,  Dean  of  Hereford,  of 
the  Deanery  in  the  City  of  Hereford,  Chairman  of  the'  said 
Board  duly  authorised  in  this  behalf  (hereinafter  called  “the 
Board”)  of  the  one  part,  and  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN 
AND  CITIZENS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HEREFORD  (herein- 
after called  “the  Corporation”  of  the  other  part,  WHEREAS 
the  Corporation  are  the  Local  Authority  for  the  City  of  Here- 
ford within  the  meaning  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Act,  1918,  AND  WHEREAS  the  Board  have  recently  estab- 
lished Maternity  Wards  for  abnormal  cases  in  the  Hereford- 
shire General  Hospital  situate  in  the  City  of  Hereford  (here- 
inafter; called  “the  Hospital ”j  AND  WHEREAS  the  Corpora- 
tion with  the  consent  of  the  Attorney  General  have  decided 
to  allocate  £2,000  out  of  the  Jackson  Bequest  to  the  Board 
in  the  terms  hereinafter  mentioned  and  on  the  Board  agree- 
ing to  permit  the  Corporation  to  nominate  two  persons  for 
appointment  on  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  Hospital 
NOW  THIS  AGREEMENT  WITNESSETH  and  it  is  hereby 
agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto  as  follows:  — 

1.  The  Corporation  shall  on  the  execution  hereof  pay  to 
the  Board  the  sum  of  £2,000  to  be  applied  by  them  in  or 
towards  the  construction  maintenance  and  equipment  of  the 
said  Maternity  Wards  at  the  Hospital  and  medical  and/or 
surgical  treatment  of  the  patients  in  the  said  Wards. 

2.  The  Corporation  shall  at  their  Fleeting  on  the  9th  day 
of  November  in  each  year  held  pursuant  to  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  1882,  or  any  statutory  modification  or  re- 
enactment thereof  for  the  time  being  in  force  appoint  two 
persons  members  of  the  Corporation  to  be  members  of  the 
Board  (or  other  the  Managing  Body  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Hospital)  and  the  Board  shall  accept  such  persons  as 
members  of  the  Board  (or  other  the  Managing  Body  for  the 
time  being  of  the  Hospital)  accordingly.  The  first  members 
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appointed  by  the  Corporation  until  the  9th  day  of  November, 
1932,  shall  be  Councillors  John  Robert  Barker  and  Ellen 
Elizabeth  Harris. 

3.  The  Corporation  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  entitled 
to  two  beds  for  abnormal  cases  of  pregnancy  in  the  said 
Maternity  Wards  PROVIDED  ALWAYS  that  the  beds 
therein  are  not  already  occupied  but  in  the  event  of  there 
being  a waiting  list  the  women  nominated  by  the  Corporation 
as  aforesaid  shall  other  things  being  equal  be  admitted  to  the 
Hospital  to  occupy  the  first  available  vacant  beds. 

4.  The  patients  admitted  under  the  agreement  shall 
receive  all  necessary  medical  and/or  surgical  treatment  and 
maintenance  by  the  staff  of  the  Hospital  and  the  Corporation 
shall  not  be  liable  for  any  payment  whatsoever  in  respect  cf 
such  necessary  medical  and/or  surgical  treatment  or 
maintenance  nor  shall  the  Corporation  be  responsible  for  the 
treatment  given  to  s-uch  patients  or  for  any  consequences 
arising  thereof  or  thereout. 


5.  In  the  event  of  the  Corporation  at  any  time  or  times 
hereafter  being  compelled  by  any  enactment  regulation  rule 
or  order  to  provide  accommodation  for  pregnant  and/or  lying 
in  women  the  accommodation  provided  under  this  agreement 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  provided  in  or  towards  the  accommoda- 
tion to  be  provided  under  such  enactment  regulation  rule  or 
order. 


IN  WITNESS  whereof  the  said  Reginald  Waterfield 
has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal  and  the  Corporation  have 
caused  their  common  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed  the  day  and 
year  first  before  written. 


SIGNED  SEALED  AND  DELIVERED 
by  the  said  Reginald  Waterfield  in  the 
in  the  presence  of  : — 

JOHN  OSBORNE, 
Vice-Chairman  of  House  Committee. 


R.  WATERFIELD, 

Chairman  of  the 
Board. 


THE  COMMON  SEAL  of  the  Mayor  Alder-  \ 
men  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Hereford  was  !- 
hereunto  affixed  in  the  presence  of  : — ) 


W.  H.  WRIGHT,  Mayor, 

T.  B.  FELTHAM,  Town  Clerk. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

During  the  year,  the  public  water  supply  has  been  extended 
in  Hinton  Lane  by  the  laying  of  230  yards  of  3-inch  low  pressure 
main,  and  in  Ledbury  Road*  by  34.0  yards  of  high  pressure  main. 

Leakages  having  been  discovered  in  the  reservoir  at  the  water- 
works, repairs  at  a cost  of  £521  have  been  carried  out  and  the 
reservoir  is  now  watertight. 

In  May,  June  and  July,  the  storage  reservoir  at  B roomy  Hill 
had  to  undergo  repairs  and  during  that  time  the  river  water  had  to 
be  pumped  straight  on  to  the  filter  beds  without  previous  storage. 
During  that  period  there  was  a long  drought  and  the  river  was 
accordingly  very  low  and  it  was  feared  that  if  a flood  occurred  the 
state  of  the  raw  river  water  would  be  unsatisfactory.  The  Water 
Works  and  Lighting  Committee  installed  a chlorinating  plant  to 
administer  chlorine  to  the  river  water  before  filtration,  and  the 
examination  of  the  water  showed  that  this  treatment  had  been 
efficacious. 


During  August  a landslide  occurred  in  the  watershed  of  the 
River  Wye  and  there  was  a large  amount  of  silt  brought  down 
suddenly  by  the  river.  This  occurred  Turing  the  night  while 
pumping  was  in  operation  and  the  silt  found  its  way  into  the 
reservoir,  which  was  again  in  use,  and  thence  into  the  filters  and 
interfered  with  their  efficiency  and  the  result  was  that  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  was  not  up  to  a satisfac- 
tory standard.  The  dose  of  chlorine  was  increased  to  1 part  per 
million  from  0.25  parts,  but  while  this  had  the  result  of  giving  a 
satisfactory  bacteriological  standard  of  purity,  it  gave  the  water 
the  characteristic  taste  and  odour  which  sometimes  follows 
chlorination.  The  dose  was  subsequently  reduced  to  0.5  parts  per 
million,  but  there  was  a slight  recurrence  of  the  taste.  The  dose 
is  now  at  0.3  parts  per  million  and  there  has  been  no  taste 
trouble  since  and  the  bacteriological  standard  of  the  tap  water 
has  only  once  been  below  what  is  desirable. 

In  addition  to  chlorination,  complete  renovation  of  No.  1 
filter  has  been  carried  out  and  the  other  three  filters  will  be 
similarly  dealt  with.  They  have  been  partly  renovated  in  the 
meantime. 

I have  advised  the  Water  Works  and  Lighting  Committee 
that  additional  storage  of  the  water  is  desirable  to  allow  of  the 
safety  change,  that  the  Intake  Meadow  should  be  under  the 
control  of  the  Council,  and  that  strict  supervision  of  all  Summer 
camps  on  the  river  bank  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City  should  be 
exercised  by  the  Local  Authorities  concerned.  The  Local 
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Authorities  have  already  been  approached  in  the  matter,  but  I 
am  of  opinion  that  further  legislative  powers  are  needed  to  regulate 
camping  in  the  vicinty  of  rivers  and  streams  which  are  the  source 
of  public  water  supplies  and  to  prohibit  it  altogether  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  any  intake  from  a river. 

On  15th  December,  Dr.  H.  T.  C alvei  :t  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  inspected  the  City  Water  Undertaking. 

Samples  of  the  City  water  supply  are  now  taken  weekly  and 
submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  for  bacteriological  examination. 


WELLS. 

There  are  sixty-eight  houses  in  the  City  supplied  by  thirty- 
nine  wells.  Forty-nine  of  these  houses  are  outside  the  system  of 


the  town  mains. 

The  districts  are  as  follows:  — 

Houses. 

Wells. 

Avlestone  Hill 

1 

1 

Bullingham  (Upper) 

...  13 

6 

Canon  Moor 

...  4 

2 

Grafton  and  Red  Hill 

7 

6 

Hampton  Park,  Tupsley  and  Franehistone 

7 

4 

Holmer 

4 

2 

Ring’s  Acre  Road  and  Huntington 

...  18 

11 

Put  son  and  Bullingham  (Lower) 

...  13 

6 

West,  fields 

1 

1 

Totals 

68 

39 

During  the  year,  samples  of  water  were  collected  from  five 
Wells  for  chemical  examination  and  in  each  case  no  evidence  of 
pollution  was  found. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  have  been  no  important  extensions  of  sewerage  during 
the  year. 

Extensions  in  College  Bo-ad,  Ledbury  Load  and  Westfaling 
Street  at  a cost  of  £1,000  to  meet  building  development  were 
under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  view  of  the 
rapid  development  of  the  West-fields  area  it  was  decided  that  the 
existing  6 inch  sewer  be  replaced  by  a 9 inch  sewer  at  a cost  of 
£2,000. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

During  the  year,  the  Tan  and  Widemarsh  Brooks  were  freed 
from  obstructions  which  impeded  the  proper  flow  of  water,  and 
waste  waster  from  a private  house  discharging  into  the  former 
was  diverted  into  the  drainage  system. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year,  two  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  were 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  conversions  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  recent  years  : — 

1925  1926  1927  1923  1929  1930  1931  1932 

45  1 — 1 2 7 1 2 

The  numbers  and  types  of  closets  on  the  conservancy  system 
remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  set  out  below.  They1  are  not 
situated  in  populous  and  closely-built  centres  and  with  very  few 
exceptions  are  outside  the  City  sewerage  system. 


Pail  Earth 

District.  Houses.  Privies . Closets.  Closets. 


Aylestone  Hill  

10 

3 

5 

2 

Belmont  Road  and  H underton  4 

2 

2 

— 

Breinton  and  Broomyhill 

7 

1 

5 

1 

Bullingham  (Lower)  & Putson 

15 

4 

9 

— 

Bullmgham  (Upper) 

8 

3 

4 

— 

Canon  Moor 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Grafton  and  Red  Hill  

4 

1 

4 

— 

Hampton  Park  and  Tupsley 

20 

2 

16 

1 

Holmer  

14 

6 

9 

1 

King’s  Acre  and  Huntington 

19 

6 

15 

— 

Westfields 

3 

— 

4 

— 

Other  Districts  

9 

1 

8 

— 

Totals 

117 

29 

85 

5 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

There  have  been  no  important  extensions  in  the  arrangements 
for  Public  Cleansing  other  than  the  collection  of  refuse  from  new 
houses. 

(a)  & (c).  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  and  in  some  streets 
bi-weekly  by  horse-drawn  vehicles,  and  is  disposed 
of  at  the  Destructor. 


(b)  (d)  (e)  & (f).  The  refuse  from  closets  on  the  conservancy 

system  and  the  cleansing  of  cesspools  is 
carried  out  by  the  occupiers  and  is  disposed 
of  in  the  ground  attached  to  their  premises. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Nuisances  and  works  in  progress 

...  2,057 

Re  Ash  bins 

• • . 

226 

Housing  Acts 

. • . 

415 

Tents  and  Vans 

• • • 

99 

Infectious  Disease  ... 

• • . 

127 

Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  . . 

105 

Bakehouses 

• . . 

53 

Food  Preparing  Places 

• • 

139 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milkshops 

108 

Public  Abattoir 

. . . 

103 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

. • » 

113 

Offensive  Trades 

• • • 

38 

Public  Conveniences 

• » • 

556 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings 

19 

Miscellaneous 

. . . 

394 

Total 

. . , 

...  4,552 

(b)  and  (c).  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
statutory  and  informal  notices  served  during  the  year,  and  the 
result  of  the  service  of  such  notices:  — 


Statute  or  Byelaws. 

Notices  not 
complied 
with  at  end 
of  1931. 

Notices  served 

1932. 

Complied 

with 

1932. 

Notices 
not  com- 
pliedwith 
at  end  of 
1932. 

Statutory. 

Informal. 

Public  Health  Acts 

11 

12 

397 

408 

12 

Housing  Act 

— 

1 

25 

22 

4 

Factory  & Workshop  Act 

1 

— 

9 

8 

2 

Milk  & Dairies  Order  ... 

— 

— 

20 

20 

— 

City  Byelaws 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Totals  ... 

12 

13 

455 

462 

18 

468 

19 


In  addition  to  the  above  notices,  421  letters  were  written  by 
the  Inspector  and  121  reports  made  to  other  departments.  Fifty- 
eight  reports  dealing  with  infectious  disease  and  86  dealing  with 
miscellaneous  matters  including  housing,  overcrowding, 
nuisances,  'unsound  food,  etc.,  were  made  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the  year  was 
192,  and  51  water  and  10  smoke  tests  were  applied  to  drainage 
svstems. 


DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

DRAINAGE. 

Obstructed  drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  88 

Defective  drainage  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  55 

Houses  with  insufficient  drainage,  extra  provided  ...  8 

Glazed  stoneware  gully  traps  fixed  ...  ...  37 

Anti-flooding  traps  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  disconnected  from  brooks  ...  ...  1 

Intercepting  and  inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  15 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  10 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired  6 


CLOSETS,  PRIVIES  AND  URINALS. 

Obstructions  to  W.C.’s  removed 
Dirty  basins  of  W.C.’s  cleansed 
W.C.’s  repaired  or  erected 

Insufficient  accommodation,  extra  W.C.’s  erected 
Pedestal  basins  fixed 
Water  supply  provided  to  W.C.’s 
Soil-pipes  repaired  or  new  fixed  ... 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  new  provided 
Ventilation  provided  to  W . 0.  ’s 
Dirty  walls  of  W.C.’s  lime  washed 
Pail  closets  abolished  and  W.C.’s  provided 
Urinals  repaired  or  erected 


DWELLING  HOUSES,  ETC. 

Houses  demolished  under  Demolition  Orders  ...  10 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ..  19 

Dilapidated  and  dirty  houses  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  37 

Verminous  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  repaired  . . ...  ...  ...  27 

Spouting  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  42 

Chimneys  arid  fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  29 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Doors  repaired  or  new  provided  54 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Windows  repaired  or  made  to  open  ...  ...  71 

Ventilation  provided  to  bedrooms  ...  ...  16 


26 

36 

3 

30 

7 

2 

56 

6 

26 

2 

18 
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Food  pantries  provided  ...  ...  ...  22 

Galvanised  refuse  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  120 

Town  water  supply  laid  on  to  houses  ...  ...  11 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  17 

Washhouses  repaired  or  erected  ...  ...  ...  21 

Washing  boilers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ..  20 

Dirty  walls  of  washhouses  limewashed  ...  ...  23 

SINKS  AND  WASTE-PIPES. 

Dilapidated  sinks  repaired  ...  . . ...  13 

New  glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  18 

Waste-pipe  repaired  or  new  produced  ...  ...  22 

Waste-pipes  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected  over 

gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS  AND  MANURE. 

Nuisances  from  poultry  and  animals  abated  ...  10 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  ...  45 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Contraventions  of  Byelaws  in  respect  to  Tents  & Vans  2 

Refuse  removed  from  River  and  Brooks  ...  ...  2 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  limewashed  after  notice  ...  38 

Bakehouses  cleansed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  preparing  places  cleansed  after  notice...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  26 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Observations  made  of  factorv  chimnevs  resulted  in  the 
serving  of  two  notices  drawing  attention  to  smoke  being  sent  forth 
in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a nuisance  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  as  amended  by  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement) 
Act,  1926. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE- 
LAWS OR  REGULATIONS. 

The  Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  operation  in  the  City  w7ere 
referred  to  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1931. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City. 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

During  the  year,  action  was  taken  for  contravening  Byelaws 
in  two  instances,  and  the  occupiers  of  the  vans  left  the  district. 

The  annual  May  Fair  was  held  in  the  Car  Park  in  Edgar 
Street,  and  the  following  report  was  submitted  to  the  Health 
Committee  at  its  meeting  on  the  21st  May:  — 
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Report  on  May  Fair. 


The  fair  was  held  on  the  Car  Park,  Edgar  Street,  from  3rd 
to  7th  May  inclusive. 


There  were  62  living  vans  occupied  by  132  adults  and  42 
children.  They  were  parked  as  under*  — 


On  the  Fair  Ground 
In  Edgar  Street 
On  the  Ground  next  the  Baths 
In  the  Stock  Market 
Yard  in  Blackfriars  Street 


12  caravans 
7 caravans 
38  caravans 

2 caravans 

3 caravans 


Total 


62 


I understand  the  ground  adjacent  to  the  Baths  could  not  be 
used  to  its  full  capacity  owing  to  the  wet  state  of  the  surface.  The 
sanitary  arrangements  provided  on  that  ground  were  satisfactory. 
I he  parking  of  living  vans  in  Edgar  Street  is  undesirable. 

There  were  no  cases  of  illness  among  the  caravan  dwellers, 
but  a woman  was  prematurely  confined  of  a stillborn  child  in  one 
of  the  caravans. 

The  objectionable  practice  of  selling  sweets  and  confectionery 
from  stalls  in  which  they  are  exposed  to  the  dirt  and  dust  from 
the  fair  ground  continues,  and  there  was  also  a Coffee  Stall  with 
insufficient  washing  accommodation  for  the  cups  and  other 
utensils  used  in  the  trade. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two  tripe  boilers,  a gut  scraper,  and  two  hide  and 
•skin  depots  in  the  City.  The  gut  scraper  and  one  of  the  tripe 
boilers  carry  on  the  trade  at  premises  belonging  to  the  Corpora- 
tion at  the  Public  Abattoir.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take 
any  action  under  the  Byelaws  during  the  year. 

An  application  for  consent  to  establish  the  trade  of  a tripe 
boiler  was  not  granted,  it  being  considered  that  the  subsidiary 
trades  in  connection  with  the  slaughtering  of  animals  should  be 
carried  on  onlv  at  the  Abattoir. 

UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS. 

There  being  no  rooms  in  the  City  coming  under  Section  18 
(1)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  regulations  in  respect  thereof  are 
not  needed. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  public  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  streets  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  those  in  the  Cattle  Market, 
Castle  Green,  and  Cemetery  under  their  respective  Committees. 


NEW  ZEALAND  STRAW  PACKING  REGULATIONS. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  supervising  officer 
under  these  regulations  which  require  disinfected  straw  to  be 
used  for  packing  merchandise  shipped  to  New  Zealand. 

The  arrangements  at  the  factory  in  Hereford  have  been 
approved  by  a representative  of  the  Government  of  the  Dominion, 
and  during  the  year  five  certificates  were  granted.  A fee  of  2/6 
for  each  certificate  is  payable  by  the  firm  to  the  Corporation. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  City  on  which  rag  flock  is 
manufactured. 

One  sample  of  flock  was  purchased  for  analysis  from  premises 
where  it  is  used  in  the  making  of  upholstery,  and  was  certified 
by  the  City  Analyst  to  contain  12  parts  of  chlorine  pere  100,000. 
The  legal  limit  is  30  parts  per  100,000. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  the  public  elementary  scho  )ls 
are  on  the  water  carriage  system  and  all  schools  are  provided  wilh 
town  water. 

The  recommendations  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
relation  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the  spread 
of  infectious  disease  are  carried  out. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  b)  160 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  - — - 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  person  ...  ...  ...  82 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  78 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES  DURING  THE 
YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for’ 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  528 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925 


46 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  176 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  20 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  31 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  30 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 
YEAR. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  8 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930. 
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(1)  Number  o*f  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  — 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  became  operative  requiring  repairs  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(3'  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  bv  owners  of  intention  to  close  — 

(f)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . . — 

(S'  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  became  operative  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  2 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  192b. 

During  the  year,  17  applications  for  registration  were 
gi anted,  one  as  a Cowkeeper  and  Dairyman,  11  as  Retail 
Purveyors  of  Milk  (7  of  whom  are  from  outside  the  City),  and  5 
as  Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk  from  outside  the  City.  Before 
granting  the  applications  from  persons  outside  the  City,  informa- 
tion was  obtained  from  the  Local  Authority  of  the  district 
concerned  that  the  applicants’  premises  were  satisfactory. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  registers  kept  under  the  Order 
contained  the  names  and  addresses  in  the  City  of  20  Cowkeepers 
and  Dairymen  and  32  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk.  In  addition,  42 
persons  in  the  Rural  Districts  are  registered  as  Retail  Purveyors, 
of  whom  39  are  Cowkeepers. 

During  the  year,  108  visits  were  paid  to  premises,  and  in 
connection  with  the  inspection  of  vehicles  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  milk,  written  intimations  of  the  following 
contraventions  of  the  Order  were  sent:  — 

Carrying  on  the  trade  of  purveyor  of  milk  without  being 

registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Depositing  milk  where  liable  to  contamination  ...  3 

Clothing  of  person  distributing  milk  not  in  cleanly 

condition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vessels  used  for  containing  milk  not  in  cleanly  condition  1 

Not  keeping  interior  of  vehicles  clean  ...  ...  5 

Conveying  articles  in  a vehicle  likely  to  contaminate 

milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


A cowkeeper  was  summoned  for  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a 
dairyman  without  being  registered  and  for  using  premises  as  a 
dairy  without  their  being  registered.  He  was  fined  10/ - in  each 
case. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

Nineteen  samples  of  ordinary  milk  and  one  of  “Certified” 
milk  were  collected  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  Ltd.,  for  complete  bacteriological 
examination. 


The 
milk : — • 


following  are 

+ - 


the  reports  upon  the  samples  of  ordinary 
Present.  — - Absent, 


Presence  of  Bacillus 


No. 

No.  of  Bacteria 
per  cc. 

Ordinary  Milk. 

1 

100  cc. 

Colt  in 

1 

1000  cc. 

1 

10000  cc. 

Tubercle 

Bacilli, 

1 

65,966 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

.....  37,000 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

3 

388,000 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

4 

40,133 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6,800 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

a 

36,600 

— 

— 

* i 
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8 

17,300 

— 

— 

— • 

- — 

9 

28,866 

+ 

— 

— 

— ■ 

10 

9,233 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

11 

549,500 

+ 

+ 

- — 

— 

12 

2,470,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— - 

13 

448,500 

+ 

+• 

— 

— 

14 

524,000 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

15 

6,790,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

16 

117,333 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

17 

430,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

• — ■ 

18 

38,333 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

19 

30,000 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

20 

38,666 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

“ Certified  Milk.” 

1 c.c. 

1 /10th  c.c , 

in  4 Tubes 

7 

2,916 

— 

— 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923. 

There  is  one  retailer  of  “Certified,”  milk  and  one  of  “Grade 
A”  milk  in  the  City.  The  milk  m each  case  is  produced  in  the 
Hereford  Rural  District.  A retailer  of  “Grade  A”  milk  from  the 
Rural  District  discontinued  using  the  designation. 

All  milk  distributed  under  the  scheme  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  nursing  and  expectant  mothers,  and 
children,  is  “Certified”  milk,  and  this  milk  is  supplied  to  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  ROODS. 

Constant  observation  is  kept  on  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles, 
and  places  where  food  is  deposited  or  prepared  for  sale. 

Owing  to  the  alleged  low  prices  farmers  and  pig  keepers 
were  getting  for  their  live  stock  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
they  were  making  use  of  the  Public  Abattoir  by  slaughtering  their 
own  animals  and  removing  the  carcases  to  their  own  premises  for 
the  purpose  of  preparation  for  private  sale.  Where  the  premises 
were  in  the  City,  they  were  inspected  in  order  to  see  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  and 
Section  72  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  were  being  observed. 
In  three  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  require  the  persons 
to  discontinue  preparing  meat  in  unsuitable  premises. 

Where  meat  was  removed  to  outside  the  City,  information 

was  sent  to  the  Local  Author i tv  concerned. 

— . 
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There  were  several  prosecutions  during  the  year  for  con- 
traventions of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  also  for 
using  unlicensed  premises  as  a slaughterhouse,  and  one  for 
depositing  for  sale  unsound  rabbits  in  the  Poultry  Market.  For 
particulars  see  Legal  Proceedings,  page  38. 


Written  cautions  were  given  in  two  instances  for  conveying 
meat  in  dirty  vehicles,  two  for  not  protecting  meat  from  con- 
tamination during  transport,  and  three  for  depositing  meat  in 
unsuitable  premises. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  Order,  1921,  two  traders  were 
cautioned  for  exposing  for  sale  imported  meat  not  labelled  as 
required  by  the  Order;  and  under  Section  72  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  two  bakers  were  cautioned  for  depositing  bread  and 
ccnfectionerv  where  liable  to  contamination. 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 

The  management  of  the  Public  Abattoir  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Markets  Committee  and  is  supervised  by  the  Superintendent 
and  a resident  manager.  The  humane  killer  is  used  on  all  animals 
except  pigs. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  : — 
Beeves,  2642;  Calves,  511;  Sheep,  8,268;  Lambs,  6,320:  Pigs, 
5,553.  Total,  23,298,  as  compared  with  20,542  in  1931. 

All  meat  slaughtered  at  or  brought  to  the  Abattoir  is  inspected, 
and  detained  carcases,  etc.,  are  removed  to  an  inspection  room. 
The  following  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  were  found,  the 
carcases  or  portions  being  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed 
at  the  Destructor. 


Bulls,  Cows  and  Heifers. 
Tuberculosis  (general; 

, , (local) 

Pleurisv 

t/ 

Abscesses 

Inflammation 

Inj  ury 

Calves. 

Emaciation 
Inflammation 
Inj  ury 


4 

1 

3 
1 

4 

2 

1 
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Sheep  and  Lambs. 
Dropsy 
Necrosis 
Tetanus 
Fevered 
Emaciation 
Suffocation 
Mortification 
Abscesses 
Injury 

Moribund  or  dead 


3 

1 

1 

1 

11 

3 

1 

1 

12 

6 


Pigs. 

Tuberculosis  (general) 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Urticaria 

Emaciation 

Immature 

Injury 

OTHER  FOODS. 


2 

15 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 


The  following  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  for 
destruction  during  the  year: — 821bs.  of  chilled  beef;  14  tripes; 
34|lbs.  of  bacon;  5 dressed  chickens  and  one  goose-  4 tons  17  cwt. 
of  potatoes;  3 stones  of  haddock,  1 box  of  herrings;  1 box  of  sprats; 
1 tin  of  prawns;  24  boxes  of  imported  apples;  three  boxes  of 
imported  tomatoes  and  GO  dozen  Dutch  lettuce. 

In  addition,  the  following  preserved  foodstuffs  were  volun- 
tarilv  surrendered  and  destroved  : — 16  tins  of  meat;  8 of  milk; 

«y  «■  * 

82  of  fruit;  15  of  tomatoes;  8 of  fish,  and  3 each  of  vegetaoles  and 
pickles. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

During  the  year  an  Order  in  Council  was  made  under  the  Act 
requiring  an  indication  of  origin  to  be  applied  to  Imported  Butter 
and  came  into  force  on  the  17th  June,  1932.  Notices  drawing 
attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Order  were  sent  to  all  traders 
in  the  City.  The  Orders  in  respect  to  imported  foodstuffs  now 
include  Imported  Honey,  F'resh  Apples,  Currants,  Sultanas, 
Raisins,  Eggs  in  Shell,  Dried  Eggs,  Oat  Products,  Raw  Tomatoes, 
Frozen  and  Chilled  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout,  and  Butter. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  officer  appointed  to  execute  the 
provisions  of  the  Orders. 

There  were  three  prosecutions  during  the  year  for  centra- 
ventions  of  the  Orders  relating  to  Fresh  Apples,  Raw  Tomatoes, 
and  Chilled  Salmon.  Fines  of  £2  and  £1  were  inflicted  in  the 


2y 


first  two  instances.  In  the  last  case  the  summons  was  dismissed. 
Twenty-five  written  cautions  were  sent  to  traders  for  failing 

tJ  o 

to  mark  various  goods  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

Information  was  received  from  Cardiff  that  a consignment  of 
Imported  Eggs  showing  evidence  of  the  indication  of  origin  having 
been  erased  had  been  purchased  from  a Herefordshire  dealer. 
Enquiries  instituted  in  the  City  failed  to  find  that  the  obliteration 
had  taken  place  here. 

(c)  ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 


The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  articles  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1932, 
and  the  result  of  the  analysis:  — 

t/ 


Article. 

Numbed 

Submitted, 

Number 

Genuine. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

Formal. 

In- 

formal. 

Formal. 

In- 

formal. 

Formal. 

In- 

formal. 

Milk 

12 

12 

12 

8 

4 

Condensed  Milk 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

2 

Cream 

4 

• • • 

4 

Butter 

1 

8 

1 

8 

Margarine 

1 

4 

1 

4 

Lard 

2 

2 

Sugar,  Demerara 

1 

1 

Self  Raising  Flour 

1 

1 

Corn  Flour  ... 

2 

2 

Rice 

2 

2 

Pearl  Barley  ... 

1 

1 

Pepper 

2 

2 

Arrowroot 

2 

2 

Fruit  Jelly 

1 

1 

Fruit  Cake 

1 

1 

Essence  of  Almonds 

1 

1 

Sausages 

2 

2 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

Yeast 

2 

2 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

1 

Cider 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Milk  of  Sulphur 

Gregory’s  Powder 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Compound  Liquorice 

Powder... 

1 

1 

Easton’s  Syrup 

1 

1 

Tincture  of  Squills 

1 

1 

Totals 

15 

58 

15 

54 

4 

CO 

69 

4 

30 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Milk. — All  the  samples  were  free  from  preservatives,  artificial 
colouring  matters  and  excessive  amounts  of  extraneous  dirt. 

The  average  composition  of  the  samples  was:  — 

Quarter  ending 


March. 

June. 

September. 

December 

Solids-not-Fat 

8.5 

8.9 

8.8 

8.7 

Fat 

...  3.4 

3.5 

3.0 

3.7 

Total  Solids 

...  11.9 

12.4 

11.8 

12.4 

The  twelve  formal  samples  were  genuine. 

Of  the  twelve  informal  samples,  four  were  adulterated. 
Two,  which  contained  2 and  5 per  cent,  of  added  water 
respectively,  were  submitted  as  re-samples  of  the  four 
adulterated  formal  samples  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 
All  these  samples  came  from  one  source  in  the  County,  and 
the  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  County  Sampling 
Officer,  who  took  a formal  sample  in  course  of  delivery. 
This  contained  12.2  per  cent,  of  added  water  and  the  cow- 
keeper  was  summoned  and  fined  £1  at  the  County  Police 
Court. 

The  other  two  samples  were  deficient  of  50  and  33  per 
cent,  of  fat  respectively.  These  were  from  another  source  in 
the  County  and  were  also  reported  to  the  County  Authority, 
the  result  being  that  a formal  sample  taken  in  the  course  of 
delivery  was  found  to  be  deficient  of  35  per  cent,  of  fat.  The 
cowkeeper  was  summoned  at  the  County  Police  Court,  but  the 
case  was  dismissed,  the  defence  being  that  the  milk  was  sold 
direct  as  it  came  from  the  cows,  the  udders  of  which  had  not 
been  emptied. 

Condensed  Milk. — The  two  samples  were  found  to  comply  with 
the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923,  as  to 
labelling  and  the  amounts  of  milk  to  which  the  contents  of 
the  tins  were  equivalent. 

Cream. — The  four  samples  of  Cream  wTere  free  from  preservatives 
and  had  a fat  content  of  35,  48,  51  and  55  per  cent, 
respectively. 

Butter  and  Margarine. — All  the  samples  were  genuine  and  free 
from  preservatives.  The  moisture  contents  in  the  samples 
of  Butter  ranged  from  11.5  per  cent,  to  14.2  per  cent.,  and 
in  the  samples  of  Margarine,  from  12.2  per  cent,  to  15  per 
cent.  The  legal  limit  is  16  per  cent. 

Drugs. — The  samples  of  Drugs  were  genuine  and  of  British 
Pharmacopoeia  quality. 


WHOLESALE  DEALERS  IN  MAEGAEINE. 


There  are  four  premises  registered  as  required  by  Section  8 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  wherein  the 
business  is  carried  on. 

ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  City  where  artificial  cream  is 
manufactured. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 
1923  and  1927. 

Two  samples  of  condensed  machine  skimmed  milk, 
sweetened,  were  certified  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  as 
regards  labelling. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS , 1923 
AND  1927. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES  ETC.  IN  FOOD) 
REGULATIONS,  1925  to  1927. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  to  take  any  action  under  the 
above  Regulations.  All  samples  obtained  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  are  examined  for  the  presence 
of  preservatives  and  colouring  matters,  and  none  were  found. 

(d)  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

OF  FOOD. 

Chemical  analyses  of  food  are  carried  out  by  the  City 
Analyst,  Mr.  W.  T.  Bigby,  F.I.G. , of  Birmingham,  and  bacterio- 
logical examinations  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  Ltd., 
London. 

(e)  nutrition. 

•> 

Advice  on  infant  nutrition  is  given  as  a regular  feature  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during  1932  was  low. 
There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox,  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
Qerebro- spinal  Fever,  Malaria  or  Dysentery. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1932. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


Thirty- seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  as  < ompared 
with  35  in  1931.  32  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  removal  of  cases  which  can  be  satisfactorily  isolated  and 
nursed  at  home  is  not  pressed.  The  type  of  the  disease  was  mild 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 


ENTERIC  FEVERS. 

There  was  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified.  The  source 
of  infection  was  not  traced  but  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
the  infection  was  contracted  outside  the  City.  The  patient  died. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  material  obtained  from  the  con- 
tacts in  the  household  gave  negative  results. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year,  30  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  44 
in  1931.  The  type  of  disease  was  mild.  27  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  available  in 
terms  of  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order  and  during  the  year 
296.000  nnits  were  issued  for  prophylaxis  or  treatment. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

One  case  was  notified.  The  disease  was  of  an  acute  type  and 
the  patient  died  almost  as  soon  as  the  diagnosis  was  established. 
A copy  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  No.  166,  dated 
November,  1932,  was  sent  to  all  the  medical  practitioners  in  the 
City  for  information. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  AND  FEVER. 

These  are  dealt  with  in  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  page  12. 


PATHOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  done  at  the 
County  Laboratory  for  the  City  during  the  year:  — 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

For  Diphtheria  Bacilli  (K.L.B.)  

263 

712 

975 

,,  Typhoid  Fevers  (Widal  Reaction) 

2 

15 

17 

,,  Tubercle  Bacilli 

19 

122 

141 

,,  Gonorhoea  (including  specimens 
from  V.D.  Clinic) 

45 

97 

142 

Hairs  for  Ringworm  Spores 

9 

6 

15 

34 


Urine  for — 
(1) 

Albumen 

Positive. 

3 

Negative. 

3 

Total. 

6 

(2) 

Pus 

7 

1 

8 

(3) 

Sugar 

— 

i 

1 

(4) 

Casts 

— 

1 

1 

(5) 

Coliform  Bacillus 

2 

— 

2 

(6) 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

— 

1 

1 

C) 

Streptococci 

2 

— 

2 

(8) 

Staphylococci 

2 

— 

2 

(9) 

Other  Organisms 

2 

2 

(10) 

Red  Blood  Cells 

5 

1 

6 

(11) 

Oxalates  

1 

— 

1 

(12) 

Phosphates 

1 

— 

1 

(13) 

Renal  Cells 

1 

— 

1 

Umbilical  discharge  for — 

(1)  Pus 

1 

1 

(2) 

Coliform  Bacillus 

1 

— 

1 

(3) 

Streptococci 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . . 

. 367 

960 

1,327 

Specimens  as  under  were  sent  for  examination  to  Birming- 
ham University. 

Positive.  Negative. 

Faeces  for  B.  Typhosus  ...  ...  — 3 

Swabs  for  K.L.B.  (Virulence  Test)  ...  4 9 

CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION. 

No  premises  are  available  in  the  City  for  the  cleansing  and 
disinfection  of  verminous  persons. 

The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  disinfection  of 
rooms,  bedding,  etc.,  after  infectious  disease:  — 


Disease. 

Rooms. 

Bedding, 

Scarlet  Fever 

. • • 

...  34 

32 

Diphtheria 

...  30 

28 

Enteric  Fever  . . . 

4 . • 

3 

8 

Phthisis 

• • * 

...  13 

5 

Other  Diseases  ... 

...  12 

10 

Total 

• • • 

...  92 

83 

♦ 


Bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  are  disinfected  in  the  Authority’s 
high-pressure  steam  disinfector  at  the  City  Isolation  Hospital, 
whither  they  are  conveyed  in  a horse-drawn  bedding  van. 


In  addition,  one  Hospital  Ward  and  10  Library  Books  were 
Public  Library  Books  and  18  books  from  Private  Circulating 
disinfected  after  infectious  disease  and  four  lots  of  bedding,  84 
Libraries  were  destroyed; 


Fluid  disinfectant  in  bottles  suitably  labelled  with  instruc- 
tions for  use  is  supplied  on  application  to  houses  where  infectious 
disease  has  occurred,  and  is  also  supplied  for  use  at  the 
Elementary  Schools. 

t / 


CANCER. 

There  were  30  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year. 

O o 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer 
during  the  past  10  years:  — 

J923  1924  1925  1920  1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932 

34  40  35  32  17  34  35  33  30  30 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  make  any  arrangements 
under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  assisting  in 
the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffer- 
ing from  any  disease  of  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis')  Regulations,  1925.  Enquiries  are  made 
to  ascertain  if  persons  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are 
employed  in  dairies  and  the  attention  of  all  applicants  for 
registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  is  drawn  fo 
the  Regulations. 

No  orders  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  advanced  cases  of 
tuberculosis  have  been  made  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925.  No  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  for  such  cases. 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1932 


AGE 

PERIODS. 

! 

NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

i 

! Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary . 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year... 



— 



- 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  ,, 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 



— 

10 — 15  ,,  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

. 

— — 

15—20  „ ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 





20—25  „ ... 

— . 

2 

— • 

1 

1 

2 

— 

„ 

25—35  „ ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 



35  45  „ ... 

|# 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

- 

45—55  „ ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  „ ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

... 

11 

10 

5 

4 

8 

6 

1 

— 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Treated. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

4 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS’  SC  PER- 
ANNUATION  ACT,  1922.  Medical  Examination  of 
Candidates. 

Five  male  candidates  were  examined  under  the  above  Act 
and  all  were  passed  as  medically  fit  for  office  under  the 
Corporation. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

26 

2 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  

56 

5 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  

23 

2 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total 

105 

9 

— 

2.  — DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

(1) 

1 

Found. 

(2) 

Rem- 

edied. 

(3) 

Referred 

to 

H.M. 

Inspec- 

tor. 

(4) 

offences  in 
respect  to 
which 

Prosecutions 

weie 

instituted. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— — 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances  ... 

Sanitary  accommodation — - 

3 

2 

— 

Insufficient 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Minist.y  of 
Plealth  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Poweis) 
Order,  1921.) 

Total  

9 

7 

— 

— 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

3,— OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION 
108, —Nil, 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 
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Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1932. 


(1)  STAFF,  AND  (2)  CO-ORDINATION. 

The  staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  the  same  as 
last  year,  and  as  all  the  whole-time  officials  are  employed  in  other 
Public  Health  Work  in  the  City,  co-ordination  is  complete. 

On  20th  April,  1932,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the 
Managers  ot  the  Herefordshire  General  Plospital  for  the  extraction 
of  teeth  of  children  under  General  Anaesthetic  in  cases  which 
were  found  by  the  School  Dentist  to  be  unsuitable  for  extraction 
under  a local  anaesthetic,  on  payment  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  of  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  per  case.  A report  is 
received  in  writing  on  an  approved  form  from  the  Hospital  on 
each  case  showing  the  tooth  or  teeth  extracted  and  the  date  of 
treatment.  A contribution  by  the  parent  in  respect  of  this  service 
is  made  on  a slightly  higher  scale  than  for  ordinary  treatment. 


THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  IN  RELATION  TO 

PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

(3)  SCHOOL  HYGIENE.— ACCOMMODATION  AND  OVER- 
CROWDING. 

St.  John’s  Boys’  School  was  closed  in  August  and  the  pupils 
transferred  to  other  schools.  The  Education  Authority  has 
provided  additional  accommodation  at  Lord  Scudamore’s  School 
and  St.  Owen’s  School.  At  Lord  Scudamore’s  School,  this 
consists  of  two  new  classrooms — providing  fifty  additional  places 
for  both  the  Boys’  and  Girls'  Departments  and  a manual  training 
rrom.  At  St.  Owen’s  a new  classroom  has  been  provided  with 
accommodation  for  forty  scholars. 

The  Managers  of  Tupsley  Church  of  England  School  have 
provided  a new  Manual  Training  Room  which,  incidentally,  is 
made  available  for  use  at  the  Routine  Medical  Inspections.  The 
work  of  erecting  the  building  was  nearly  all  done  by  the  boys 
under1  the  supervision  of  the  Head  Master. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  on  the 
registers  and  the  accommodation  provided  at  the  schools  at  the 
end  of  1932  ; 
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No.  on 

Accommo- 

dation 

School. 

Register. 

Approved  for. 

E.G.  Mixed  and  Infants 

...  314 

345 

All  Saints,  Infants 

...  199 

245 

Blue  Goat,  Girls 

...  362 

320 

Holmer  Council,  Infants 

...  167 

200 

Holmer  G.  of  E. , Mixed  . . . 

. . . 303 

281 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Boys 

...  377 

320 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Girls 

. . . 323 

320 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Infants 

. . . 307 

340 

Saint  James’  C.  of  E.,  Infants 

...  197 

250 

Saint  John’s  0.  of  E. , Bovs 

, . . — 

Saint  Martin’s  C:.  of  E. , Infants 

...  146 

177 

Saint  Owen’s,  Boys 

. . . 395 

390 

Saint.  Peter’s,  Girls 

...  145 

237 

T'upsley  G.  of  E.,  Mixed  & Infants  166 

174 

3,401 

3,599 

The  total  accommodation  provided  is  considerably  in  excess 
of  the  numbers  on  the  registers.  The  latter  number  will 
increase  till  the  larger  number  of  children  born  in  the  years 
immediately  after  the  war  are  due  to  leave  school.  The  excess  of 

t / 

boys  over  accommodation  at  Lord  Scudamore’s  School  is  being 
met  by  using  part  of  the  large  school  hall  as  a classroom.  The 
Blue  Goat  School  is  undergoing  transition  from  a girls’  school  to 
a senior  school  and  the  accommodation  approved  is  for  the  school 
when  in  full  u.se  as  a senior  girls’  school.  There  has  been  a large 
increase  in  the  attendance  at  St.  Martin’s  school  following  the 
occupation  of  150  houses  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at 
Hunderton  and  all  the  four  rooms  are  now  in  use.  Accommodation 
for  Medical  Inspection  is  provided  at  the  Parish  Boom. 

The  usual  minor  repairs  and  decorations  of  the  schools  were 
carried  out  during  the  summer  vacation.  The  work  of  repairing 
the  doors  in  St.  Martin’s  School  referred  to  in  the  last  annual 
report  was  completed  early  in  January. 

HEATING  AND  VENTILATION. 

There  were  no  great  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  during  the 
school  terms  and  this  has  made  the  heating  and  ventilating  of  the 
schools  easier.  A study  of  the  temperature  charts  kept  in  each 
classroom  .shows  that  on  the  whole  satisfactory  temperatures  were 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 
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SCHOOL  FURNITURE. 

All  the  new  classrooms  were  provided  with  seats  and  desks 
of  a modern  type,  and  in  addition  about  £120  was  spent  to  replace 
obsolete  school  furniture.  I have  still  found  instances  in  the 
schools  where  the  surface  of  the  blackboards  is  unsatisfactory. 

CLOAK-ROOMS,  LAVATORIES  AND  SANITARY  ACCOM- 
MODATION. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  accommodation  at 
Tupsley  School.  The  recently  erected  classroom  interferes  with 
the  natural  lighting  of  one  of  the  cloakrooms.  I am  informed 
that  the  Managers  hope  to  deal  with  the  matter  during  1933. 

CLEANLINESS. 

This  varies  in  the  schools;  but  in  all  the  schools  more  frequent 
cleaning  of  windows  would  be  an  advantage. 

PLAYGROUND  ACCOMMODATION. 

All  the  schools  are  provided  with  ample  playground  accommo- 
dation, but  the  amenities  vary  and  in  some  cases  the  surface  of 
the  playgrounds  is  too  rough  and  children  falling  on  it  are  liable 
to  injury  through  skin  abrasions  and  lacerations. 

(4)  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

This  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Board’s 
Schedule.  Routine  Inspection  of  Entrants,  Intermediates  and 
Leavers  has  been  carried  out  as  under:  — 


Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

Total 

Boys  

. . . 209 

184 

190 

583 

Girls  

...  170 

200 

211 

581 

Total 

...  379 

384 

401 

1,164 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1931  were: — Entrants,  397; 
Intermediates,  374;  Leavers,  251;  Total,  1,022.  The  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  Leavers  will  be  noted,  due  to  the  post-war 
increase  of  births  referred  to  above. 

ASCERTAINMENT  OF  CRIPPLING  DEFECTS. 

A card  index  is  kept  of  all  such  children,  and  with  the  con- 
tinued co-operation  of  Teachers,  Health  Visitors  and  the  School 
Attendance  Officer,  this  is  kept  up  to  date. 
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(5)  REVIEW  OF  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
HEIGHT  AND  WEIGHT. 

The  following  tables  give  the  average  heights  and  weights  of 
the  children  aged  5 years,  8 years  and  12  years: 

HEIGHT. 


Average  Height 


Age  in 

No. 

Examined. 

in 

Inches. 

Years. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls . 

5 

• • • 

178 

154 

41.5 

41.0 

8 

• • • 

184 

200 

49.0 

48.0 

12 

• r • 

183 

204 

56.3 

56.2 

WEIGHT. 

Average  Weight 

Age  in  No.  Examined.  in  pounds. 


Years. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

5 

• • • 

178 

154 

41.0 

39.4 

8 

• • • 

184 

200 

56.3 

53.0 

12 

183 

204 

76.0 

74.3 

Compared  with  similar  averages  for  1931,  the  only  variation 
of  note  is  a decrease  in  the  average  height  of  the  twelve  year 
old  girls. 

(a)  CLEANLINESS. 

Verminous  conditions  of  the  heads  of  the  school  children  are 
still  a matter  of  concern  to  the  Authority.  The  percentage  of 
children  found  verminous  at  the  routine  inspections  by  the  School 
Nurses  is  as  under.  These  inspections  are  made  without 
previous  warning. 


Bad. 

Moderate. 

Slight. 

School. 

Boys 

. Girls . 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys.  Girls. 

All  Saints  (Infants)  ... 

2-9 

/o 

2'7 

10 

% 

8-2 

90 

0/ 

/o 

220 

Blue  Coat  (Girls) 

— 

2-4 

— 

•8 

• — 

50 

Holmer  (Mixed) 

Nil 

•9 

Nil 

6*7 

38 

28-0 

Holmer  (Infants) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

23 

4 0 

160 

Roman  Catholic 
(Mixed) 

3-6 

2-0 

1-0 

7-0 

6*3 

18-0 

Scudamore  (Boys) 

Nil 



Nil 

— 

4 7 

— 

,,  (Girls) 

— 

•4 

— 

•8 

— ■ 

170 

,,  (juniors) 

1*6 

•6 

•7 

4 7 

20 

150 

St.  James’  (Infants) 

3-0 

40 

50 

10 

3 0 

24-5 

St.  John’s  Boys 

St.  Martin’s  (Infants) 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

30 

— 

Nil 

40 

2-0 

5 0 

3 0 

160 

St.  Owen’s  (Boys) 

1-9 

— 

Nil 

— 

4 0 

— 

St.  Peter's  (Girls) 

— 

67 

— 

26 

— 

170 

Tupsley  (Mixed) 

Nil 

4-3 

Nil 

Nil 

2 4 

17-3 
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Compared  with  last  year,  it  is  noted  that  whereas  in  1931 
ten  departments  showed  a “Nil”  return  of  bad  cases,  in  1932 
only  six  departments  showed  such  a nil  return;  but  in  1931  the 
highest  percentage  in  any  one  department  of  bad  cases  was  13.7; 
in  1932  the  highest  figure  was  6.7.  Every  assistance  is  given  to 
the  parents  in  their  attempts  to  cleanse  verminous  children  and 
if  desired  a steel  nit  comb  is  lent.  During  the  year  the  School 
Nurses  paid  an  average  of  6.7  visits  to  each  school  and  made 
13,672  examinations  of  individual  children  and  found  503  cases 
of  verminous  condition.  This  is  a rate  of  nearly  4 per  cent. 
At  the  Routine  Medical  Inspection  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
of  which  due  notice  had  been  given  to  the  parents,  26  children 
out  of  1,201  were  found  verminous.  This  is  a rate  of  just  over 
2 per  cent. 

(b)  MINOR  AILMENTS. 

Children  suffering  from  these  are  generally  sent  to  the  Clinic 
by  the  parents  or  teachers,  or  are  referred  to  the  Clinic  by  the 
School  Nurses  or  School  Medical  Officer  during  their  visits  to  the 
schools. 

During  Routine  Medical  Inspection  the  School  Medical 
Officer  found  twelve  cases  of  organic  heart  disease,  forty-seven 
cases  of  anaemia  and  seventy-three  cases  of  Bronchitis.  Of 
these,  two  cases  of  Organic  Heart  Disease  and  five  cases  of 
Bronchitis  required  treatment  and  the  parents  were  advised 
accordingly. 

(c)  TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  children  were  found  to  have 
Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  and  of  these,  fifty-nine  were  in 
need  of  operative  treatment.  In  addition,  forty-three  children 
were  found  to  have  Enlarged  Tonsils  only  without  evidence  of 
Adenoids.  Of  these,  seven  were  in  need  of  operative  treatment. 
The  incidence  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  is  about  the  same 
as  last  year,  but  the  number  of  children  who  required  operative 
treatment  was  smaller.  This  may  be  associated  with  the  lower 
incidence  of  Diphtheria  among  elementary  school  children  during 
1932. 


(d)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  twelve  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  amongst 
elementary  school  children  at  the  end  of  the  year  : two  pulmonary 
cases,  eight  glandular  cases,  and  two  cases  of  bone  tuberculosis. 
Two  cases  of  Glandular  Tuberculosis  were  removed  from  the 
register  as  cured  or  arrested : one  Pulmonary  case  and  three 
Glandular  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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(e)  SKIN  DISEASES. 

Eight  cases  of  skin  disease  were  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection.  These  included  one  case  of  Ringworm  of  Body  and 
three  cases  of  Impetigo.  Amongst  special  inspections,  there  were 
found  fifteen  cases  of  Ringworm — seven  of  scalp  and  eight  of 
body;  three  cases  of  Scabies  and  fifty- three  cases  of  Impetigo. 

(f)  EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASE. 

Seventeen  cases  of  Blepharitis  were  found  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection;  of  these,  four  were  acute  and  requried  treat- 
ment. One  mild  case  of  Conjunctivitis  was  found.  Ninety- 
seven  cases  of  Blepharitis  were  found  at  the  Inspection  Clinic 
and  all  but  one  were  referred  for  treatment. 

(g)  YISION. 

Eighty-one  children  were  found  to  have  defective  eyesight 
or  squint  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection.  Of  these,  fifty  required 
treatment.  A further  fifteen  children  were  examined  at  the 
Inspection  Clinic  and  twelve  were  found  to  require  treatment  for 
defective  vision. 

(h)  EAR  DISEASE  AND  HEARING. 

Twelve  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  deafness; 
in  all  but  one  the  condition  was  slight.  Forty-five  children  were 
found  to  require  treatment  for  ear  disease  and  there  were 
seventeen  children  with  minor  ear  trouble  which  did  not  call  for 
active  treatment. 

(i)  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Two  thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirty- six  children  were 
inspected  by  the  School  Dentist  and,  one  thousand,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  were  found  to  require  treatment.  This  is  a rate 
of  46%.  The  rate  for  1981  was  42%.  At  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  it  was  found  that  five 
hundred  and  forty-six  children  out  of  one  thousand,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  had  more  than  three  decayed  teeth. 

(j;  CRIPPLING  DEFECTS. 

Twenty-seven  children  are  known  to  be  suffering  from 
crippling  defects  sufficiently  severe  to  interfere  materially  with 
their  mode  of  life.  Of  these,  twenty- two  are  attending  Elementary 
Schools,  one  is  at  a private  school,  and  four  are  at  no  school  or 
institution.  There  are  ten  children  suffering  from  severe  heart 
disease  attending  Elementary  Schools.  Eighteen  children  were 
found  to  show  evidence  of  previous  rickets. 
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(k)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


Cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  are  brought  to  the  notice 
in  the  co-operation  with  the  Health  Department.  There  were 
only  six  cases  of  Diphtheria  (4  boys  and  2 girls)  amongst 
elementary  school  children — one-third  of  the  number  notified  in 
1931.  There  were  seventeen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (7  boys  and 
10  girls).  All  cases  are  investigated  at  the  schools  with  a view 
to  tracing  any  source  of  infection  there.  Among  non-notdfiable 
infectious  diseases,  the  following  cases  were  notified  by  the 
teachers. 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken  Pox 
Mumps 


8 cases 
10  cases 
21  cases 
25  cases 


The  incidence  of  all  infectious  diseases  was  low  during  the 
year  and  it  was  accordingly  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of 
the  schools  on  this  account  Turing  the  year. 


7.  FOLLOWING  UP. 

Children  who  require  to  be  kept  under  observation  are  seen 
from  time  to  time  either  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  on  Saturday 
mornings  or  at  the  schools  during  visits  for  Routine  Inspections, 
or  they  are  visited  in  their  homes  by  the  School  Nurses.  During 
the  year  the  nurses  made  one  thousand,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  “following  up”  visits. 


8.  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

The  scheme  of  the  Local  Authority  provides  treatment  for : — 

1.  Minor  Ailments. 

2.  Dental  Defects. 

3.  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

4.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

No  charge  is  made  to  parents  for  the  treatment  of  Minor 
Ailments.  For  other  defects  a small  charge  is  made  in  cases 
where  the  parent  is  able  to  pay  according  to  an  approved  income 
scale.  The  scheme  for  dental  treatment  was  enlarged  during  the 
year  by  the  addition  of  provision  for  extractions  under  general 
anaesthesia.  This  is  referred  to  above. 


(a)  MINOR  AILMENTS. 

The  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  held  every  week  day  at  the  Town 
Hall  Basement  at  9 a.m.  The  School  Medical  Officer  attends 
daily  and  sees  all  new  cases  and  prescribes  the  necessary  treat- 
ment and  regulates  the  exclusion  from  or  re- admission  to  school. 
During  1932,  1,767  children  made  9,454  attendances.  This  is  an 
increase  over  1931  of  347  attendances. 


With  a view  to  regulating  the  attendance  at  the  Clinic  the 
Care  Committee  have  authorised  the  sending  of  a circular  to 
parents  advising  them  of  the  functions  of  the  clinic  and  the  proper 
method  of  obtaining  full  benefit  of  the  facilities  provided  bv  the 
Authority.  In  particular  the  Committee  wish  to  stress  the 
importance  of  the  parents  attending  along  with  the  child  to  give 
some  account  of  the  ailment  complained  of  and  to  take  the 
necessary  instructions  for  home  treatment. 


(b)  TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. 

Eighty-one  children  were  sent  to  the  Herefordshire 
General  Hospital  for  re-examination  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer  as  to  the  necessity  for  operative  treatment. 
Of  these,  sixty-seven  attended  and  in  every  case  operative  treat- 
ment was  recommended.  During  the  year,  fifty-nine  children 
were  operated  on  'under  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme  at  the 
Hospital.  In  every  case  the  operation  carried  out  was  removal  of 
both  Tonsils  and  Adenoids;  in  addition  to  this  operation,  the 
operation  of  resection  of  the  nasal  septum  was  also  carried  out 
in  one  of  the  cases.  Seven  children  received  operative  treatment 
through  other  agencies  and  five  children  received  other  forms  of 
treatment. 


(e)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

All  children  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  all  suspected 
cases  are  kept  under  observation  both  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
arid  the  School  Medical  Officer.  During  the  year  the  following 
cases  were  admitted  to  the  County  Sanatorium. 

Boys.  Girls. 


Tuberculosis  of  Peripheral  Glands  2 1 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints  1 0 

Delicate  Children  for  Observation  3 1 


One  boy  suffering  from  Active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was 
recommended  for  admission  to  Sanatorium  but  the  parent  with- 
held consent.  Consent  was  given  early  in  1933  and  the  boy  will 
be  admitted  at  an  early  date. 

(d)  SKIN  DISEASES. 

There  were  fifty-three  cases  of  Impetigo  or  contagious  skin 
disease  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic,  six  cases  of  Ring- 
worm of  the  Body  and  eight  of  Ringworm  of  the  Scalp.  Three 
cases  of  Scabies  or  Itch  were  treated  privately.  Eleven  hundred 
and  twenty- six  cases  of  minor  skin  injuries  were  treated, 
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(e)  EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASES. 

Sixty  three  children  received,  treatment  for  minor  eye  diseases, 
mostly  Blepharitis  and  Styes.  Cases  requiring  specialist  treat- 
ment are  referred  to  the  Eye  Hospital. 

(f)  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT. 

The  Refraction  Clinic  was  held  on  ten  occasions  during  the 
year  and  one  hundred  and  four  children  were  examined.  Spectacles 
were  prescribed  for  ninety-eight  children,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  ninety-four  of  these  had  obtained  spectacles.  Children  who 
have  obtained  spectacles  are  seen  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic 
when  the  spectacles  are  tested  for  function  and  fitting  and 
instruction  given  as  to  their  proper  use  and  care. 

(g)  EAR  DISEASE  AND  HEARING. 

Thirty-eight  children  received  treatment  for  these  conditions 
at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic.  Cases  which  do  not  yield  to  treat- 
ment are  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  at  the 
General  Hospital. 

(h)  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

During  the  year,  the  School  Dentist  devoted  one  hundred  and 
forty  half  days  to  treatment  and  treated  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  children.  The  children  made  two  thousand  and  two  attend- 
ances for  such  treatment.  Eighteen  children  received  treatment 
under  general  anaesthesia  at  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital 
under  the  scheme  recently  instituted  by  the  Authority,  referred 
to  above.  The  parents  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  children 
found  to  tre  quire  treatment  stated  that  they  did  not  wish  to  have 
the  treatment  carried  out.  This  figure  grows  less  year  by  year. 
In  1931,  the  number  of  refusals  was  two  hundred  and  six. 

(ij  CRIPPLING  DEFECTS  AND  ORTHOPAEDICS. 

Treatment  for  these  defects  may  be  obtained  at  the 
Orthopaedic  Department  of  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital 
or  at  the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital  After  Care  Clinic  in 
Hereford.  One  bov  was  treated  at  the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  and  the  Authority  contributed  to  the  cost  of  this.  Four 
girls  and  eight  boys  from  elementary  schools  received  treatment  at 
the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  as  out-patients  during  the  year. 

(9).  OPEN  AIR  EDUCATION. 

There  are  no  open  air  schools.  During  fine  weather  classes 
are  held  in  the  school  playgrounds.  School  journeys  are  under- 
taken at  some  of  the  schools. 


54 


(10) .  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

There  is  no  area  organiser  for  physical  training.  One  hundred 
and  eighty-four  children  were  found  at  routine  examination  to 
show  evidence  of  malnutrition.  This  condition  would  be  likely  to 
benefit  in  many  cases  by  remedial  physical  exercises  to  improve 
the  body  tone.  The  Evening  Play  Centre,  which  was  dis- 
continued in  March,  1931,  has  not  been  re-opened. 

(11) .  PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Provisions 
of  Meals  Acts,  1906-14.  In  several  of  the  schools  arrangements  are 
made  whereby  children  can  be  supplied  with  a glass  of  raw  or 
reconstituted  milk  on  payment  during  the  forenoon  interval.  A 
sum  of  money  from  the  Mayor  ’s  Fund  ha,s-  been  provided  to  meet 
the  cost  in  necessitous  cases. 

(12) .  SCHOOL  BATHS. 

Systematic  instruction  in  swimming  and  life  saving  is  given 
at  the  Corporation  Baths.  Certificates  of  proficiency  in  swimming 
have  been  awarded  as  under  during  1932  :- — - 


SUMMARY  OF  CERTIFICATES  GAINED  DURING  SEASON,  1932. 

Schools. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Schools 

Total. 

Roman  Catholic 

...  14 

25 

39 

Blue  Coat  ... 

— • 

55 

55 

Holmer  and  Huntington 

...  23 

23 

46 

Lord  Scudamore’s  Council 

...  60 

50 

110 

St.  John’s  ... 

...  4 

— 

4 

St.  Owen’s  ... 

...  62 

— 

62 

St.  Peter’s  ... 

— 

12 

12 

Tupsley 

...  9 

7 

16 

172 

172 

344 

In  addition  the  following  certificates  have 

been  gained:  — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Half  mile  Certificates 

...  7 

21 

28 

Mile  Certificates 

...  4 

7 

11 

Certificates  of  Roval  Life 
Society — Proficiency 

Saving 

• • • 

10 

— Elementary 

* * ♦ 

29 

39 
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(13) .  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS. 

One  thousand,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  children  were 
examined  at  the  schools  and  six  hundred  and  twenty-four  parents 
accepted  the  invitation  to  be  present  . This  figure  compared  with 
the  figure  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  for  1981  shows  a con- 
siderable  increase  in  the  desire  of  the  parents  to  co-operate  in  the 
work  of  safeguarding  their  children’s  health.  The  Authority  have 
authorised  the  distribution  to  the  parents  of  a circular  pointing 
out  the  functions  of  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  and  advising  them 
how  the  facilities  provided  may  be  utilised  to  the  best  advantage 
of  their  children. 

(14) .  CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

I wish  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  continued 
co-operation  of  the  teachers,  in  all  branches  of  the  work. 

(15) .  CO-OPERATION  OF  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 

The  cordial  and  close  co-operation  of  this  officer  continues. 
Copies  of  all  notices  to  head  teachers  excluding  children  from 
school  are  sent  through  him  to  the  Authority. 

(16) .  CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  work  of  the  "School  Medical  Inspection  is  controlled  by 
a Sub  Committee  of  the  Education  Committee,  which  consists 
partly  of  elected  members  of  the  City  Council  and  partly  of  co- 
opted members  interested  in  the  work.  There  is  co-operation  with 
the  various  social  and  charitable  organisations  in  the  district. 

The  School  Medical  Records  of  44  boys  and  45  girls  who  came 
from  other  areas  have  been  applied  for  from  the  Education 
Authorities  concerned.  Of  these,  the  records  of  30  boys  and  21 
girls  were  received  and  in  the  case  of  7 boys  and  16  girls  it  was 
stated  that  no  records  were  available. 

(17) .  BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC 

CHILDREN. 

One  partially  blind  girl,  one  epileptic  boy  and  two  mentally 
defective  boys  are  being  maintained  by  the  Authority  at  special 
schools.  Form  41  D.  was  received  in  respect  of  fifty-five  children 
educationally  retarded.  Of  these,  eight  have  been  dealt  with  under 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Regulations.  One  girl  has  been  notified  to 
the  Local  Control  Authority  under  the  Regulations. 

There  are  no  special  schools  for  Defective  Children  in  the 
City.  In  one  school  a special  class  is  held  for  boys  who  are 
mentally  subnormal.  The  instruction  is  mainly  on  oral  and 
practical  lines,  arid  the  boys  are  showing  a very  satisfactory 
response  to  this  form  of  education. 
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(18)  (19)  (20).  There  are  no  NURSERY  SCHOOLS.  The 
SECONDARY  and  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS  are  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Education  Authority. 

(21)V  EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG 
PERSONS. 

There  are  twenty- two  boys  on  the  register  of  Employed  School 
Children.  No  Medical  Certificates  were  issued  under  Article  5 (a) 
of  the  Beg  illations  during  the  year  : and  no  cases  of  injury  to  health 
or  development  occasioned  by  employment  of  school  children  has 
been  discovered. 


Confidential  Medical  Reports  on  202  children  (102  boys  and  100 
girls)  leaving  school  have  been  furnished  to  the  Juvenile  Employment 
Offices. 
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TABLE  1. 


RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS,  1932. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  op  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants  ... 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group  ... 

Total 


379 

384 

401 


1,164 


Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections ...  ...  37 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 

Total 


1 869 
1.434 

3,303 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 

TABLE  II. 

A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in 
the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1932 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

(1) 

Requiring 
Treat- 
ment . 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treat- 

ment. 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment. 

(5) 

Malnutrition 

— 

183 

— ■ 

1 

Ringworm  : 

Scalp 

7 

Body 

1 

— - 

8 

— - 

Skin  ^ 

Sccifoics  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Impetigo 

3 

— 

53 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 
culous)  ... 

4 

5 

1164 

— 

Blepharitis  ... 

4 

13 

96 

1 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Keratitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eye  , 

Corneal  Opacities  ... 

— - 

— 

1 

• — 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 
Squint)  ... 

41 

28 

12 

1 

Squint 

9 

3 

— 

o 

Z 

Other  Conditions 

o 

jLl 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

1 

11 

— 

— 

Ear 

Otitis  Media... 

3 

13 

— 

— ■ 

(Other  Ear  Diseases... 

— 

4 

42 

— 

1 Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

r* 

/ 

36 

— 

— 

Nose 

| Adenoids  only 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and 

Throat 

■j  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Ade- 
noids 

59 

88 

9 

JmJ 

( Other  Conditions  ... 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 
Tuberculous) 

9 

173 

— 

9 

Defective  Speech 

5 

— 

1 

— 

Heart 

and 

Heart  Disease  : 

Organic  ... 

2 

10 

Circu- 

Functional 

— 

17 

— 

— 

lation 

Anaemia 

— 

46 

— 

J 

(Bronchitis 

5 

68 

— 

_ 

Lungs 

— — 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 
( Diseases... 

59 


, Pulmonary : 

Definite 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Suspected 
Non-Pulmonary : 

— 

— 

* 

— 

Tuber-  , 

Glands  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

culosis  ' 

Spine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hip 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Bones  & Joints 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skin 

■ — 

— - 

— 

— 

' Other  Forms  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous 

System 

Epilepsy 

Chorea 

Other  Conditions  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Deform- 

ities 

/Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature  ... 

— 

17 

— 

1 

(Other  Forms 

1 

12 

— 

— 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (exclud- 

ing  Uncleanliness  and  Dental 
Diseases)  ... 

1 

2 

381 

1 

Wl 


B.  Number  of  individual  childTsu  Found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding 
Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children. 

GROUP. 

Percentage  of 
Children  found 

Inspected . 

Found  to  require 
Treatment. 

to  require 
Treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Code  Groups  : 

Entrants 

379 

61 

16  0 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

384 

38 

9-8 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

401 

50 

12-4 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

1164 

149 

12-8 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

37 

11 

297 

Table  III.— RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA. 
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The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  children  who  should  be  receiving  Special  School  education. 
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TABLE  IV. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1932. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

GROUP  I. 


MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  V) 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

(i) 

Under  the 
Authoriiy' s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp.. 

6 

1 

7 

Ringworm — Body  .. 

8 

— 

8 

Scabies 

— 

3 

3 

Impetigo 

53 

— 

53 

Other  Skin  Disease 

1126 

38 

1164 

Minor  Eye  Defects  .. 

63 

15 

78 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects  .. 

38 

2 

40 

Miscellaneous 

92 

286 

378 

( e.g .,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

X OT  AL  • • ••  ••  •• 

1386 

345 

I73i 

GROUP  II. 

DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding*  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I). 


Number  of  Defects  Dealt  With. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

(:) 

Under  the 
Authority' s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Submitted  to  Refraction 
by  Rrivate  Practitioner 
or  at  a Hospital  apart 
from  the  Authority’ s 
Scheme. 

(3) 

Other- 

wise. 

(4) 

Total. 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction 

(including  Squint)  . . 

104 

7 

— 

hi 

Other  Defects  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes  (excluding 
those  recorded  in 

Group  I.) 

Total 

104 

7 

— 

hi 
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Total  Number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 

(a)  Under  the  Authoiity’s  Scheme 

(b)  Otherwise 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

(b)  Otherwise 


98 

7 


94 

6 


GEOUP  III. 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 

other  forms 

Total 

Under  the 

By  Private  Practitioner 

of  Treatment. 

number 

Authority's  Scheme , 

or  Hospital  apart  from 

T otal 

Treated. 

in  Clinic  or  Hospital. 

the  Authority  s Scheme. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

59 

7 

66 

5 

7i 

(0 


GROUP  IV. 

DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 


Aged  : 


Routine  Age  Groups 


Specials 


5 

291 

6 

249 

7 

265 

8 

323 

9 

323 

10 

199 

11 

209 

12 

194 

13 

173 

\i4 

99 

« • 

« » 

• • 

Total 


Grand  Total 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  .. 

(c)  Actually  treated 

Half-days  devoted  to — 

Inspection  ..  ..  18 

Treatment  ..  ..  ..  142 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  .. 


Fillings — ■ 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  ,, 

Extractions— 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  ,, 


. . 1417 

17 


42 

278 


2325 


hi 


2436 


1121 

868 


Total  ..  160 

. . . 2002 

Total  ..  1434 

Total  ..  320 


66 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

(7)  Other  Operations — 

Permanent  Teeth  ..  ..  1477 

Temporary  ,,  ..  ..  89 


18 


Total  ..  1566 


GROUP  Y. 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

1.  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by 

the  School  Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . ..  67 

2,  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools  by 

School  Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13672 


3.  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean 

4.  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority 

5.  Number  of  cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws 


503 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Abattoir 

Ambulance  Facilities 
Ante-natal  Clinic 
Antitoxin 
Area 

Baths,  School  ... 

Births 

Blindness,  Prevention  ol 
Cancel  ...  ...  ... 

Census  ... 

Children  Act,  1908 

Blind  and  Deaf 
Employment  of 
Mentally  Defective 


Clinics  ...  ...  * • » ...  . * • 

Closet  Accommodation 
Committee,  Care 

Education 
Health  ... 

Housing  Acts  ... 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfai 
Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 
Co-operation  of  Parents 

School  Attendance  Officer  . 
Teachers... 

Voluntary  Bodies 
Co-ordination  in  Health  Work 
Crippling  Defects 
Deaths  ... 

Dental  Defects 
Diphtheria 
Disinfection 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Ear  Disease 

Employment  of  Children 
Enteric  Fever  ... 

Epileptic  Children 
Eye  Disease 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  Work  under 
Findings  of  Medical  Inspections 
Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act 
Health  Visitors,  Visits 
Height  of  Children 
Home  Nursing  Arrangements 
Hospitals 

Housing  

Infantile  Mortality  ... 

Infant  Feeding 
Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Institutional  Provision 
Laboratory,  Facilities  and  Work  ... 
Legal  Proceedings 

Maternal  Mortality  

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 


Page. 

27 

9 

10 

33 

6 

54 

6,  12 
35 
35 

7 

10 

55 

56 
55 

9 

17 

44 

44 
2 
2 
2 

20 

55 

55 

55 

55 

45 

7,  50,  53 
6,  39 
50,  53 

33 

34 
15,  19 
50,  53 

56 
33 
55 

50,  53 

37 
48 
29 

9 

48 

8 

8,  13 
22 
12 
9 

31-33 
11 
8,  33 

38 
9 

10,  1 1 

9 
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May  Fair 

Meals,  Provision  of  

Meat  Inspection 
Medical  Inspection  Returns 
Medical  Inspection 
Medical  Treatment 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926 
Mid  wives 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  ... 
Milk,  Bacteriological  examination  of 
Milk,  Samples  ... 

Minor  Ailments 
Notices,  Served,  etc.  ... 

Nuisances 
Nursery  Schools 
Offensives  Trades 
Open-air  Education  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Orthopaedic  Treatment 

Physical  Training  ...  

Population 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

Puerperal  Morbidity  ... 

Rag  Flock  Acts 
Rateable  Value 
Returns,  Medical  Inspection 
Rivers  and  Streams  ... 

Sanitary  Circumstances 
Sanitary  Inspection  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Scavenging 
Schools  ... 

School  Hygiene 
School  Medical  Report 
Sewerage 
Skin  Diseases  ... 

Slaughterhouses 
Smallpox 
Smoke  Abatement 
Social  Conditions 

Staff,  Public  Health  Department  ... 

,,  School  Medical  Department 
Statistics,  General  and  Vital 
Still  Births  ...  ...  


Straw  Packing  Regulations 
Superannuation  Act 
Swimming,  Instruction  in  ... 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
Treatment  Centres 
Tuberculosis 

Uncleanliness  in  Children 
Underground  Sleeping  Rooms 
Vision,  Defective 
Water  Supply 
Weight  of  Children  ... 

Wells  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Page. 

21 

54 

...  26,  27 

...  57-66 

47 
51 
28 
9 

24 

25 

...  25,  29 

51 
18 

19 
56 
21 

53 
36 
11 

54 
6 

21 

12 

22 

6 

...  57-66 

16 

15 
18 
33 
17 

...  22,  46 

45 

43 

16 

...  50,  52 

27 
31 

20 
6 

5 

44 

6 
6 

22 

36 

54 

20 

...  49,  52 

9 

35,  36,  49,  52 
48 
21 

...  50,  53 

15 
48 

16 


